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Ob OT'PAHMYEHHOCTHU KOJIMYECTBA MAKCUMYMOB B
NHTEPOEPEHIIMOHHOM OIIBITE

K.A. Topusn

Hayuonanvnwviii nonumexnuueckuil ynusepcumem Apmenuu

PaboTa mocBsiiieHa U3BECTHON B TEOPHM BOJIH 3ajadye OMHCAHHs HHTEpde-
PCHIMOHHOTO OMbBITA, 3aKIIOYAIOIICHCA B HEOOXOJMMOCTH OMpPE/CICHUS MPOCTPaH-
CTBCHHOI'O pacnpeﬂeneﬁlxm MaKCI/IMyMOB nu MI/IHI/IMyMOB BOJIHOBOT'O ITOJIA, ABJISAIOIIC-
rocsi CYNepro3uiueil AByX KOrepeHTHbIX cdepudeckux BoiH. OOCyx maeTcss OJuH
CYIIECTBEHHBI MOMEHT TEOPUH MHTEPPEPECHIMH, KOTOPBIH B TPATUIIMOHHOM H3JI0-
JKCHMH HE 3aTparmBaercs. Bompoc kacaercs KoJMdecTBa MAaKCUMYMOB B HMHTEpde-
peHHI/IOHHOM OIIBITEC.

Ioka3aHo, 4TO B paMKax TPaJHUIHOHHOTO MOIX0/1a, KOTOPBIH, 10 CYTH, SIBIIS-
eTcsi NMpUOJIMKEHHBIM, & UMEHHO - IpuOImkeHneM DpeHerst, BOIPOC 0 KOJIMUECTBE
MaKCUMYMOB OTIIaJIacT caM c000#. DTO OOYCIIOBJICHO, B YAaCTHOCTH, TEM OOCTOs-
TENBCTBOM, 4TO B KapTuHe Dpenens unrepdepupymomme chepruieckue BOIHBI 3a-
MEHSIIOTCS MapabosionHbIMU. B CBOIO ouepe/b, mapaboiou(HbIe BOJIHBI B MPUOIIH-
sxeann OpayHrodepa 3aMEHSIOTCS IWIOCKUMHU BOJHAMH. VICClieIOBaHO TOYHOE BBI-
paXXeHHE Pa3HOCTH X0Ja chepruyecKux BOJH. [l0Iy4eHO TOYHOE BBIPAKECHUE 3aBH-
CHMOCTH TOJIOKEHUI MaKCMMyMOB OT BEJIMYHMHBI Pa3HOCTH X0za BosH. [TokazaHo,
YTO €CJH Pa3HOCTh XOJ@a BOJH MPEBBINIACT PACCTOSHHUE MEXIYy MCTOYHHKAMHU, TO
JIAHHOE BBIPOKCHUE MPUHUMAET KOMIUICKCHOE 3HaueHue. M3 MaHHOrO pes3ynbraTa
CJIE/IyeT, YTO Pa3HOCTh XOJa BOJH HE MOXET IMPEBBIIIATH PACCTOSIHUE MEXIy HC-
TOYHUKAMMU. PeSyHLTaT OFpaHI/I‘IeHHOCTI/I BCIIMYUHBI paSHOCTI/I Xona BOCHpOI/I?)BeI[eH
TaKXKe BEKTOPHBIM CIIOCOO0OM.

Ha ocHoBe pe3ynbrata 00 OrpaHUUEHHOCTH BEUYUHBI PA3HOCTH X012 MOKa-
3aHO, 4YTO OFpaHI/I‘-IeHHI)IM SABJIACTCA TAKXE YUCIIO MaKCI/IMyMOB I/IHTep(bepeHL[I/IOH-
HOﬁ KapTI/IHBI. KOHI/I‘-ICCTBO MaKCI/IMyMOB BCEerga MCHBIIC OTHOILICHUS paCCTOfIHI/ISI
MEXK/1y UCTOYHMKAMU U JJTMHON BOJHBI. ECITU [UIMHA BOJIHBI IPEBBIIIACT PACCTOSIHUE
MEXKIy HCTOYHUKAMHU, TO B HMHTEP(PEPEHIIMOHHOM OIIbITe ODKEH HAOJI0AAThCS
OIUH MaKCI/IMyM.

Knroueswie cnosa: narepdepernns, npuoimrenne OpeHens, pa3HOCTh X01a
BOITH, KOJIMYECTBO MAaKCUMYMOB.

Beeoenue. Kax u3BeCTHO, OJHOM U3 KJIACCHUYECKUX 3aJad TEOPUHU
BOJIH SIBIISIETCS 3aj[a4a OTHMCAHUS CYIEPIO3UIIMOHHOTO TOJIS IBYX KOT€PEHT-
HBIX TOYCYHBLIX HNCTOYHHUKOB. HaHHaSI 3aaa4a HpI/I3BaHa OIIUCBIBATH TaK
Ha3bIBaeMbIH MHTEPPEPEHIMOHHBIN OIBIT, HA 0a3e KOTOPOTro, KakK MPaBHIIO,
JIEMOHCTPHUPYIOTCS MHOTHE Ba)KHBIE acieKThl 3(p(peKTa B3aMHOTO yCUJICHHS
1 ocnabjicHUs] BOJH. BBUAY CBOEH Ba)KHOCTH H3JIOKEHHE NAHHOW 3a1adyu
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MOJKHO BCTPETHTH TOYTH BO BCEX y4eOHHMKAaxX IO BOJHOBOHM ONTHKE, aKyCTHKE U
T.4. [1-4]. BMecTe ¢ TeM, HECMOTpsl Ha OOIIYI0 M3BECTHOCTh, a TAKXKE MHOTOYKC-
JIEHHOCTh METOJIOB M3JIOKEHHUS, Ha HAIll B3I/, OHA U3 BAKHBIX JI€Talel ommca-
HUSl WHTEP(EPEeHIIMOHHOTO OMBITA Maj0 OCBEIIEHa, €CIId HE CKa3aTh, YTO BOBCE
BhINasia U3 paccMoTpeHusi. Cka3aHHOE OTHOCUTCS K KOJHMYECTBY HAOIOJACMbIX B
UHTEP(HEPEHIINOHHOM OITBITE MAaKCUMYMOB.

Ilocmanoeka 3a0auu u memoowt uccieoosanusa. Jlannas pabora 1mocBs-
IICHA BBISICHCHHIO OTBETA HAa BBIIICYIIOMSHYTBIH BOMPOC O KOJIHYSCTBE MAKCHMY-
MOB B HHTEp(EPEHIIMOHHOM OTBITE. beCCIOPHO, UTO MPEeIIOKEHHOE HIKE 00CY K-
JISHUE 1IEHHO B IIaHe BCECTOPOHHETO ommcaHus mHTepdepeHImn. BmecTe ¢ Tem,
Kak Oy/ieT BUJHO Jlajiee, TOYHOE PaCCMOTPEHHE HHTEP(EPEHIIMOHHOTO OIBITA MO-
KeT OBITh TaK)Ke MOJIEe3HO JUTs 3a1aun audpakuuu [5-12]. PaccmoTpumM omucanme
WHTEp(EPEHIIMOHHOTO OMbITAa B KIACCHUYECKOW moctaHoBKe. IlycTh mMmeroTcs aBa
TOYEYHBIX UCTOYHUKA, HAXOMALIMXCS APYT OT Apyra Ha HEKOTopoM oTaaneHun d.

Hanpaanm 1A ONIPEACIIEHHOCTHU OCh X CKBO3b HMCTOYHHUKH, YKa3bIBAIOIIHE I10-
JIO)KCHHUC NCTOYHHUKOB, paJuyC-BEKTOPBI MOT'YT OBITH 3alKCaHbl B BUIC

=

L=XE. N =X¢g, (1)
d =[x, —x], )

rae X;, X, — koopauHaThl MCTOYHHMKOB, a €, - emuHMuHEIl BexTOp, yKas3biBalO-

-

LLII/Iﬁ IMMOJIOXXUTCIIbHOC HAIIPABJICHUE OCH ex .

3/1€Ch MBI CIENUANBHO HE MOMECTUIIM HAYAJI0 KOOPMHAT TI0 LEHTPY MCTOY-
HUKOB, T.K. IIPEIINONAraeM OCBELICHHE HEKOTOPBIX JeTajlell au(ppaKIHOHHOIO
ONBITAa B CBETE PACCMOTPEHHMS 3a/a4i MHTeP(EPEHIMH BOJH, KOTJa TOYHBIA BHJL
BOJIHOBOTO TOJISL IBJIAETCS CyMMOM JIBYX C(DEPHUECKHX BOJIH:

_ 2 a _
U(R,t)=zq—cos[mt—k\R—er, ®3)
=R
IJle MCXOIANIMIA M3 Havyaga KOOpAMHAT BEKTOp R yKa3bIBaeT TOUKY HaOJKOJIEHHS,
a @ - aMmMTya BOIHEL 37ech () €CTh 4aCTOTa BOJHOBOTO MOJIs, KOTOpas CBs-
3aHa ¢ BOJHOBHIM umcioM K cnemyromum coornomenuem: K=w /v, roe V -
CKOPOCTh PACIPOCTPAHEHHS BOJIHOBOTO BO3MYLICHHUS.

HecMmoTpst Ha HaJIMYME TOYHOrO BhIpakeHUs mouist (3), OCHOBHOM BOIPOC
TEOPHH, & IMEHHO - 3a/1a4a ONPE/IENEHHS TPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO PACTIPEIENIEHHS TO-
4eK MaKCUMYMOB ¥ MUHHUMYMOB WHTEHCHBHOCTH, PEINAETCs MPUOIMKEHHO. JlaH-
HOE TIPUOJIMKEHHOE ONMCAHUE OOBIYHO HA3BIBAIOT KapTHHOW PpeHens, koraa cde-
pudeckue BOJHBI B (3) 3aMEHSIOTCS 11apa0bOIIOUIHBIMH.
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Puc. Cxema unmepgepenyuonnozo onvima

Crnenyer OTMETHUTh, YTO B Cilyyae 4acTHOro npuOmwxeHus dpenens, Tak

Ha3piBaeMoro npubmmkenuss Opaynrodepa, chepudeckre BOIHBI 3aMEHSIOTCS

wiockuMu. OHAKO, KaK U3BECTHO, B MHTEP(EPEHLUMOHHON 3a1aue MpUOIKEHHE
Opaynrodepa He mpumensiercs. OHO NPUMEHSETCA NPU PACCMOTPEHUH 3ahayu
mudpakiun. Kak OyneTt mokasaHo HWKe, 3a7aya onpeJielieHHss MaKCUMYMOB U MU-
HUMYMOB 7151 HHTep(EPESHINOHHOIO OIBITa MOXKET OBITH pelleHa TO4HO. boiee
TOrO, B paMKax TOYHOT'O PELICHHUS BOIIPOC O KOJIMYECTBE MAKCUMYMOB pa3peliaeT-
Csl €CTECTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM, TOTJa KaK B TPaJUIIMOHHOM MPHOIMKEHHOM TOAXO0e

JTaHHBIN BONIPOC BBINAJAET U3 KOHTEKCTA PACCMOTPEHUS 3a1a4H.
IlycTs onucanue cyneprno3uLMOHHOTO MOJIs IPOBOJUTCS HA HEKOTOPOM OCH

| , mapannensHoii ocu ucTounmkoB X . COIVIACHO PHUCYHKY, TOJIOKUTENBHBIE
nanpasnenus oceit | u X cosnanaror. Hauansnas touka O’ ocu | BriGpana mo

HAMpaBIEHUIO HOPMAIH, ucxosieil n3 HadansHoit Toukn O ocu X . ScHo, uTo
npu TakoM BeiOope mimHa otpe3ka OO’ Oyner paBHAa PacCTOSHUIO MEXKIY OCAMHU
L= ‘L‘ . Ha pucyHke Touka HaOJIONEHUS yKa3aHA TAKKE UCXOISIIUM M3 TOUKH
O’ BextopoMm p .

Hpe]lHOHO)KI/IM, YTO YCJIOBHA SKCIECPUMEHTA IMOJYUHCHBI CICAYIOIINUM TpE-

OOoBaHMAM:
X << 2 X2 << w pt <<, 4)
Toraa BosHOBOE nosie (3) MOXKET OBITh MPEACTABICHO B BUE (CM.,

Harpumep, [13])

U(F?,t)=%Zzlcos[mt—k4/L2+(p—xl.)2]. 5)

117



B cootBercTBHH ¢ (5), pa3HOCTH X0a BOJIH OIPENENIETCS BEIPaKEHHEM
R —R, =y/L2+(p—%)" =L +(p—%,)* =A, (6)

I7ie BeNMYMHA PasHOCTH Xoia BOMH A cBsi3aHa ¢ pasHOCTBIO (a3 Ag clemyro-

UM COOTHOIIICHHUEM:
AL = Ap/k. (7
XOpomo M3BECTHO, YTO €CIM Pa3HOCTh XOAa KpaTHA [IMHE BOJIHBI, TO
HabmogaeTcss MakcuMyM (A =2z /k):

A=nA (max). (8)
YCHOBI/IQ MI/IHI/IMyMa HNHTCHCHUBHOCTH 3aIIUCBIBACTCS CHeHyIOH_II/IM 06pa30M:
A=(2n +1)§ (min). )

B (8), (9) mpeamnomnaraercs, uton = 0,+1,+2, ....
Kak oTmeyanoch BbIIIE, B TPAAUIMOHHOM H3JIOKEHHH 3a/1a4a MAaKCHMyMOB
Y MUHHUMYMOB paccMaTpuBaeTcsi mpuOmmkEHHO. OCHOBOH IS IPUMEHEHHS TIPH-
OrKeHHs cayskar ycnoBust (4). B COOTBETCTBHH C HUMH, ITyTEM COOTBETCTBYIO-
IIUX PA3JIOKEHUI PaJUKajibl B paBeHCTBE (6) MOTYT OBITH 3aMEHEHBI [TOKA3ATEIb-

HBIMU (PYHKIHAMU:
—X. 2
JLZ-I-(,D—XJ-)ZQL-F%. (10)

Jlerko BuaeTh, uro B ciay4ae (10) paBenctso (6) npuHUMaeT BUj

=X =2p(% =) _
2L

OObIYHO UMEHHO JaHHas GopMyJia HIIH €€ APYras pasHOBHUIHOCThH HCIIOJb-

1)

3yercs Ipu onucanuu uuTepdepenuuu (cm. [1-4]). Tak, ecmu X = =X, , To ¢ yde-
TOM (2) nerko BuneTh, uto (11) mpuHUMaeT BUI
pd/L=A. (12)
Hcnons3ys (12), yenosust MakcumyMoB (8) u MmuaumyMoB (9) 3amumyTes B
BUJIC
pd/L:ni(men;ﬂ/L=%2n+D§(mm) (13)

IJI€ HUKaK1X OrpaHUYeHUI Ha 3HAUEHUE n, KpoMme Kak n=0,+1,+2,--- , HET.
Kaxk cnenyer us ¢popmyn (8), (9), ecinn BenmumHa pasHOCTH Xoza BoaH A

MOKET MPUHHUMATh CKOJIb YTOAHO OOJIBIIOE 1O MOAYJIIO 3HAa4eHHE, TO 3HAYCHUE

nuckperHoro nenoro uucia 1 Takke MOXeT OBITH CKONb YTOJHO GOJIBIIHM.

BMmecTe ¢ TeM Benu4rHA pa3HOCTH X014 BOJIH SIBJISETCS CTPOTO OTPAHUUEHHOM, YTO
MOYKET OBITh JOKA3aHO, €CIIH pacCMaTpuBaTh paBeHCTBO (6) Kak ypaBHEHHME OTHO-
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CHUTEJIBHO IIepeMeHHON O . JlaHHOEe BBIpa)kK€HHE MOKET OBITh Pa3peiieHo TOYHO, U

ITOCJIC HECCIIOXHBIX a,HI‘C6paI/I‘IeCKI/IX ﬂeﬁCTBHﬁ HETPYAHO IIOKa3aThb, YTO

(14)

3ametumM, uto ans nomydeHus (14) uz (6) nomymenne He TpeOyerT-
csl.

Kax BuIHO U3 TaHHOTO YCIIOBUS, €CIIHA B d< |A , TO BeJInuuHa O

IPUHUMACT KOMIIJIEKCHOC 3HAYCHUC. CJ'IeI[OBaTGJ'IBHO, Pa3HOCTh XO04aa BOJIH
JOJIXKHa OBITH MEHBIIIE PacCToAHUA MCKAY UCTOYHUKAMMU:

|Al<d (15)

13 nepasenctBa (15), a Taxke ycnous (8) odeBUAHBIM 00Opazom
CIIEZyeT, YTO KOJIMYECTBO MAKCUMYMOB B HHTECP(PEPEHLUOHHOM OIIbITE
oTpesieNisieTCs] OTHOIIEHUEM DPACCTOSHHMS MEXIYy HCTOYHHUKOM U JUTMHOMN
BOJIHBI;

n<d/A. (16)

To, 4TO pa3HOCTh X0/a B MHTEPHEPECHIIMOHHOM OIBITC MEHBIIIES
paccTOSHUS MEXITy UCTOYHHKAMHE, MOXET OBITh JOKAa3aHO TAaK)Ke Ha OCHO-
BE€ CJICAYIONINX BEKTOPHBIX COOTHOIIECHUH (CM. pHC.):

R=R-I,R,=R-T,. a7
I/I3 JaHHBIX BeKTOpHBIX paBeHCTB CHeIIyeT, qToO
R1_Rz:rz_r1- (18)
I[Tonaras ist OIPENEIEHHOCTH Rl > Rz, MO’KEM HalMcaTh

‘E_ﬁz‘S&_Rz' (19)

Tak kak |F2 - Fi| =d , 1o u3 (19) HenocpencTBeHHBIM 06pazoM crexyer (15)

Ucnons3ys (17), MokeM HammicaThb

R =\/R2+r12—2Rr1c0505l , R, =\/R2+r22 —2Rr,cosa, . (20)

O0o3Hauas YTroJI 1O HaIIpaBJICHHUIO MPOTHUB YacoBOH CTPCIIKU MCKAY BCKTOpaMu

R u L uepe3s S (CM. puC.), HETPY/IHO BUJIETh, 4TO
a=p+nl2 a,=p-nl2. (21)
Ucnons3ys (20), (21) mns (6), momydanm
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A=R —R, =[R2 +r2+2Rrsin f —\[RZ+rZ—2Rr,sin f. (22)
HCprI[HO BUACTH, YTO BCJIMYMHA A KaK (b}/HKHI/Iﬂ ,B SIBJISIETCS MOHOTOHHOU

¢yuknueit. [To MOIYII0 OHA JOCTHraeT CBOSr0 MHHHMAILHOTO 3HAYECHUS A = 0,
kKoraa f =0, ¥ CBOCTO MaKCUMaJIbHOTO 3HAYCHH A=d ,kKorma B=x/2.

3aknwuenue. TakuMm 00pa3oM, MOKa3aHO, YTO PA3HOCTh XOAa BOJH B WH-
TepepeHIMOHHOM OIIBITE SBISETCS KOHEYHOH BEJIWYMHOW, 3HaUY€HHE KOTOPOi
OTPaHMYEHO PACCTOSHUEM MEXIy MCTOYHHKaMH. B COOTBETCTBMU C JaHHBIM pe-
3yJIBTATOM OTPAHUYEHHBIM SIBISIETCS TaKXKe YHCIO MaKCUMYMOB WHTEp(EpeHIIH-
OHHOM KapTuHbl. KonnuecTBo MakCHMyMOB BCerjla MEHbIIIE OTHOIIEHUS PaccTos-
HUSI MEXXIY UCTOYHMKAMU U JJIMHOW BOJHBI. EciM 1yiMHa BOJHBI MIPEBBIIIAET pac-
CTOSIHME MEXIy UCTOUHHKAMHM, TO B HHTEPPEPCHINOHHOM OIBITE AOJDKEH HAOIIO-

AaTbCs OJAVVH MaKCUMYM.
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4. U. Bnnyjui

Ukpyuyugyt] b whpuyht wbunipju hunbpdtpkughugh thnpdh ajupugpiui
luunhpp, npp wwhwigmd E wihpughtt quownh hunbuupynipjut dwpupudnidubph b
vhtuhunwdubph pwojudwt tjwpwgpnud, tpp JEpunpynud B Epynt Ynhbpbkun udbtphy
wihpubtp: Ugjuwwnwipnid hhdtwljwt npwnpmipiniup phtinqwé L hunbpdbpkughugh
wnbunipjut Uph  Juplnp hwbqudwuph qpw, hugp, npyblu Juint, wjwinulub
nhunwupydwt dudwbwl sh putiwpyynid: Zwupgp yhpwpbpnud © hunbkpdtptughnt thnpdnid
nhwunynn dwpuhdnidutiph putwlht:

8nyg Lk nipjws, np wjwinuljub dninkgdwt ke, npp, pun kmipjut, hwunhuwiunid
E Uninun]npnipynit, wbjh Ynblypkn’ Spkibkjh dnnudnpnupyntt, dwpuhdnidibph pubwlh
hwpgp huptht poipu E dunwd ghuwupldwt  opowbwlhg: Ytw, dwubwynpuubu,
wuydwbwynpqwé b uwyt hwbqudwipny, np dpkubkh dnnwynpmipmiind  udkphly
wihputpp thnjuwphiynd B quwpuwpnuuutbpny: NMwpwpnjulwb wihpukpp, hpkug
htppht, dpwniuhndbph Unnuwynpnipjut ppowbwfutpnid thnjuwphtymd & hwppe
wihpubpny: Udkphly wihpubph hwuwp hbwnwgnndk) E pupwgpubph wmwppbpnipjut
&ogphnn wpunwhwynnipmniip: Uwnwgyl) E - dwpuhudnudubph nhpph  &pgphwn
JupuJwdnipjniup wihpubph pipwgph mwuppbpmipiniuhg: 8nyg L wpquws, np tpt wihputpp
pupwgph wnwppbpmipniup gipuquiugnid b wnpmnipubph dhott hbnwynpnipjutp, wwyw
nju] wpnwhwjnnipniut pugniinud | Yndwbpu wpdtpubp: Ujn wpyniiphg hknbnd t,
np plpugpbph wwppkpmpmip sh jupnn ghpuquigl] wnpmptbtph dpol bnwd
htnwynpmipjuup: Ujhpubph pupugph vwhdwbwhwlnipmniip Jkpupunungpus b awb
JEjunnpulub Enubwyny:

Ujhputph pupwgph dkdnipjut vwhdwbwithwlnipjut wpnyniuph hhdwb Jpu gnyg
E wpyby, np vwhdwbwhwl | il hinbkpdbpkughnt wwnlpnid nphnynn dwpupunidubpp
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pwtwlp: Uwpupunidubph pwbwyp dhpnn (humd b thnpp wnpmipubph dhot s
htnwynpmpjutt b wihph Epupnipjut hwpwpbpnipinithg: Gpt wihph Gpupnipniup
Uks | wnpmipubph dholt hinwynpnipniihg, wyw hunbpdbpbughnt thhnpdnid nhndnud &
Ukl dwpuhunid:

Unwigpuyhlh pwnkp. hunbkpdhpkig, dIpkubh  dnunudnpmipnil, wihpubkph
pupwgph wpphpnipnil, dwpuhdnidubnh pubwl:

THE LIMITATION OF THE NUMBER OF MAXIMA IN THE
INTERFERENCE EXPERIMENT

K.A. Torchyan

The work is devoted to the well-known problem in the wave theory of describing an
interference experiment, which consists in the need to determine the spatial distribution of
the maxima and minima of the wave field, which is a superposition of two coherent spheri-
cal waves. The paper discusses one essential moment of the theory of interference, which is
not touched upon in the traditional presentation. The question concerns the number of max-
ima in the interference experiment.

It is shown that within the framework of the traditional approach, which is essentially
approximate, namely the Fresnel approximation, the question of the number of maxima
drops out by itself. This is due, in particular, to the fact that in the Fresnel picture, interfer-
ing spherical waves are replaced by paraboloid ones. Paraboloid waves, in turn, are re-
placed by plane waves in the Fraunhofer approximation. An exact expression for the differ-
ence between the paths of spherical waves is studied. An exact expression is obtained for
the dependence of the positions of the maxima on the magnitude of the difference between
the wave paths. It is shown that if the difference between the wave paths exceeds the dis-
tance between the sources, this expression takes on a complex value. It follows from this
result that the difference between the wave paths cannot exceed the distance between the
sources. The result of the limited value of the path difference is also reproduced in a vector
way.

Based on the result on the boundedness of the path difference, it is shown that the
number of maxima of the interference pattern is also bounded. The number of maxima is
always less than the ratio of the distance between the source and the wavelength. If the
wavelength exceeds the distance between the sources, one maximum should be observed in
the interference experiment.

Keywords: interference, Fresnel approximations, wave path difference, number of
maxima.
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